In the Mood for a
Whisky

It's not just Scotch, American whisky is the drink of choice for the new
generation
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AMERICAN COCKTAIL: BOUHBUNS, SUICH AS
JIM BEAM AND JACK DANIELS, MAKE A CREAT
RASE FOR MIxES

combining wonderfully with Ameri-
can whisky. And if you're in the mood
for a cocktail, you're in luck, as bour-
bon/rye whisky has traditionally been
at the base of great classic whisky
cockeails, like the Manhattan, the Old
Fashioned and the Mint Julep.

Fileen years ago, I asked my broth-
er. who was visiting from the USA, for
a bottle of Jack Daniel’s. Instead of the
regular Old No. 7 bottle however, he
got me a premium variant called Jack
Danial's Silver Select, “A robust but
opulent whisky, bursting unth aromas
of caramel, vanilla and toast,” proving
that it wasn't just a fine single malt or
cognac which could be sipped

Vineet Agrawal from Jack Daniel's
also sees a lot of women, who tradi-
tionally have shied away from whisky,
now finding a suitable alternative in
American whisky. Shatbhi Basu, the
official ambassador lor American
whisky in India. corroborares rhis,
saying, "American whisky has an edge
and mellowness with a great aromatic
nose that should find wide appeal”

American whisky, of course, has its
share of celebrity fans. among them
being the legendary Frank Sinatra. To
commemorate his love for Jack Dan
iel's, the company released a special
edition called Sinatra Select (UISD 175)
in 2014. As the ad line went, “They

were Inseparable. And as it turns
out, they still are” Tongue in cheek
perhaps, as a bottle of Jack Daniel's
was placed in Frank Sinatra's grave
with him

A lot of our drinking culture has
been influenced by the British.” says
Vaibhav Singh, drinks expert, which
partly accounts for the sway held
by whisky, rum and brandy in India.
George Washington (yes, the George
Washington) also had British influ-
ence in the form of a canny Scotsman
who was his plantation manager and
who persuaded Washington to start
making whisky. It's this same distillery
which has been recentiy brought back
to life and now makes rye whisky.

A few years ago, Dave Pickerell, the
ex-master distiller of Makers Mark,
who wras also associated with the res
urrection of the George Washington
distillery, came visiting and ran a very
engaging session for us on American
whisky, including a taste of a 100 per
cent rye whisky, unfortunately not
however the George Washington rye
whisky which s back on the American
market. The first two bottles sold for s
100,000 each!

There are four crirical components
of American whisky: quality grain,
most often either corn or rye: water
{low in won); American white oak
{thin, but stll watertight) for the bar-
rel; and the diurnal weather--the heat
of the day and the cool of the night.

Some things, however, are pure ser-
andipity. In the 18th contury, Reverend
Eljah Craig, a whisky distiller in Ken
tucky, USA, had uhisky pouring out of
his stills, but nowhere to store it OfF
he went to the barrel maker who had
ne barrel, except for one which smelt
strongly of fish. The good Reverend,
in a stroke of inspiration, burnt the
barrel from the inside to get rid of the
fish smell. The resulting charred barrel
gave the whisky a remarkable colour
and flavour! And to this date. bourbon
whisky has to be matured for at least
two years in new charred cak barrels.
Amen to more such mistakes! §



